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TRAVIS AIR FORCE BASE EXPLODES 
by Elaine Elinson 
LIBERATION News Service 

" They say they want to know the grievances, but 
they don*t. Here the officers never go down to the 
enlisted men f s barracks to talk to the men. In Vietnam 
they do — but that 's because they know their lives 
depend on it . " 

— a black officer at Travis 

Air Force Base after the riot . 

TRAVIS AIR FORCE BASE, California (LNS) -- 
The establishment press reported what happened 
at Travis . AFB at the end of May as a "race riot, 
mirroring overall racial patterns of the United 
States." The airmen, all of whom have been war- 
ned not to talk to the press without an officer 
being present tell a slightly different story. 
According to a white airman, "They (the officers) 
try to take the blame off themselves. They look 
good if it looks like we're fighting among our- 
selves . " 

Travis Air Force Base is the West Coast em- 
barkation point for troops going to Vietnam. Ev- 
ery day, planes loaded with soldiers take off from 
Travis bound for Saigon, varying from 50 to 500 
a day. It also is the major return poiht for the 
war. The base hospital is the second largest mil- 
itary hospital in the U.S. and every day wounded 
soldiers return from Indochina to be cared for 
there . 

All the 6500 permanent airmen at Trayis are 
very close to the war. They work at the terminal, 
seeing other men their age and rank take off for 
Vietnam. They work at the hospitals--seeing the 
same men return without a leg* or other limbs, or 
their sanity. And they work with the aircraft- - 
repairing, and preparing and fueling pianes to 
take soldiers to Asia. 

Late Saturday night, May 22, two incidents 
occurred in the "1300" barracks area where 2500 
men and women of various squadrons are housed. 

Two black airmen were giving the power handshake 
in the mess hall. A group of white airmen inter- 
rupted the handshake by repeatedly walking be- 
tween the two blacks. The blacks warned them if 
they tried to pass through them again, they would 
be stopped. The whites tried again, and fighting 
broke out. That same night in the women's barracks 
a white WAF asked a black WAF to turn down a ra- 
dio. She refused, and the white WAF turned it off. 
Both of these incidents provoked fighting through- 
out the area. 

By Sunday, word of the incidents had spread 
and there was widespread fighting in the "1300" 
area. Security police were brought in with guns, 
dogs, and gas masks. Charges against two black men 
arrested the night before were not made public. 

On Monday, a move was made to free the two 
arrested airmen. Almost 1(b) airmen marched to t lie 
stockade with the cry of "Free Our Brothers." 

When they arrived, they were met by air police 
armed with gas, automatic weapons and bayonets. 

At least 8b civilian police were called in, accor- 

ding to the Travis Public Information Office (PIG), 
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for a "quick show of force." The police forced the 
airmen to return to the barracks. 

On the way back to the barracks, fights broke 
out in the baseball diamond. Whites and blacks 
fought together against the police. 

Between the ball diamond and the barracks, 135 
people were arrested. At least ten were beaten by 
police and taken to the hospital. Many who were ar- 
rested were simply standing by; several were forci- 
bly hauled from their rooms. 

During and after the arrests, airmen were warned 
to stay in their barracks; firehoses were sprayed on 
the doors to keep them in, and to keep people from 
looking out. 

A Bachelor Officer's Quarters was burned. The 
building suffered $5000 worth of damage and the fire 
department still has not determined whether it was 
caused by arsonists. 

General Moore (Commander of the 22nd Air Force) 
and Colonel Blake, another base commander, went to 
the barracks area to talk to the airmen. They were 
jeered and spat at. 

Another officer, Colonel Ivers Vollmar, later 
went to the area tod was dragged from his car and 
beaten. He was taken to the hospital and given 23 
stitches in his head. 

That night, an order was issued to arrest anyone 
who was in a group of five or more. Police had or- 
ders to shoot at the legs of anyone suspected of 
making trouble. A contingent of MPs from the 6th 
Army at Presidio was called in to guard the base and 
the nearby Nike Missile site. Area "1300" was re- 
stricted to those who lived there. 

Those arrested were taken to the detention cen- 
ter and questioned by the air police. Out of the 135, 
89 were finally detained. That night, they stayed at 
the detention center, which has facilities for only 
20 people. Early the next day, in order to "cool 
things down" and because Travis did not have adequate 
facilities to hold them all, they were sent to other 
stockades, in handcuffs. No charges against them had 
been formulated at this time. 

Tuesday, there were scattered fights on base. 

A bomb scare occurred in the Passenger Terminal, 
where troops were being loaded for Vietnam. 

A panel was set up by the base, "conducted at 
the highest level possible." The panel was led by 
General Moore and Mr. Beard from the Department of 
Defense who "has accomplished much in the area of hu- 
man relations. (PI0 release) No airmen were repre- 
sented . 

The officials said they were baffled because 
Travis has had "no history of racial tension." 

Mien you enter Travis you pass under a big red, 
white and blue sign proclaiming "Travis is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer." 

"Bullshit," said one black airman. "The system 
of promotion is based on IQ tests, which have proven 
to be a measure of your middle class background, 
rather than of your ability. This keeps black people 
out of the good jobs and we end up cooking in the Mess 
or cleaning up in the hospital." Out of the 130.00 0 
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air force officers only 2500 are black. Of the 
people arrested about 2/3 are black. 

One airman put it this way, "Whites and 
blacks ,we f re all in the same bag. The difference 
is between us and the officers. For example, the 
pay raise. They do it by percentage. So that 
means when we get a 7% raise, and Pm making $200 
a month and he's making a thousand- -well , who ben- 
efits from that. He gets almost as much in a raise 
as I get in a whole month check.” 

Airmen met together off base to voice these 
grievances and discuss how they themselves could 
make changes. They discussed the events of the 
week, specific complaints, general dissatisfaction 
with the military and the war, and the need for 
organizing and communicating on base. They also 
made preliminary plans to start a GI paper as a 
forum for allTravis airmen. 
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TEXAS GI BOYCOTT HITS RIP-OFF JEWELERS 

KILLEEN, Tex. (LNS)--GIs from Fort Hood r s 
Spring Offensive Committee (SOC) and the Oleo 
Strut Coffee House have been boycotting Tyrells, 
a jewelry store in Killeen for three weeks now. 
Tuesday night June 1, ten picketers were outside 
the store when ten police cars, including the 
mayor of Killeen and the City Manager, roared up. 
All ten were arrested on charges of engaging in a 
secondary boycott (a 1947 Texas anti- labor law that 
says only people actually employed by the company 
can picket), aiding and abetting a secondary boy- 
cott, and parading without a permit. The ten- 
eight GIs (several of whom are Vietnam vets) and 
two civilians were carted off to jail. Bail was 
set at $2,200 a piece. As of now, two are out. 

There's a Tyrells jewelry store in every 
army base town in the country and in South Vietnam. 
The boycott demands are: 1. take the "Vietnam Hon- 

or Roll” out of the store window. The honor roll 
is a list of GIs killed in Vietnam who owe Tyrells 
money, 2. an end to rip^-off, high pressure sales 
tactics and 3. an end to hawkers, usual lv women, 
on the street in front of the store. 4. An end to 
complicity with the military. Now the army will de- 
duct from a GI$ pay if he owes money to Tyrells. 

The bust was made to break the boycott. 

Over payday weekend (GIs get paid once a month) 
Tyrells usually does 75% of its monthly business. 
Last weekend was payday weekend and Tyre 11 made 
only one sale. Other stores in town are beginning 
to feel the effect of the boycott too. 

June 2, the Strut staff met with the mayor 
and members of the City Council. The mayor told 
staffers he had called the mayor of Wrightstown, 
New Jersey about a similar boycott at Fort Dix 
which closed down the town two years ago. "You 
might get off on this charge but we'll get you on 
another,” said the Mayor. "It won't happen here.” 
* * * 

Keith Hieneman and Jim McClosky, two GIs ac- 
tive in SOC and the Oleo Strut, were busted May 
31 in front of the coffeehouse. 


The two were arrested for interference with an 
officer, handcuffed, and thrown into a squad car 
after Hienemand, with McClosky standing by, walked 
up to a black couple being hassaled by a white cop 
to tell them that the cop had no right to bother 
them. Once inside the car McClosky, started yel- 
ling. Hieneman turned to tell him to be quiet. 

The cop then maced Hieneman, took him out of the 
car, and beat and maced him again. 

Hieneman, who is the editor of the Fort Hood 
Fatioue Press, was charged with two counts of as- 
sault on an officer, interference with an officer, 
resisting arrest, refusing a police order, and des- 
truction of police property. (He kicked the radio 
in the police car.) McClosky was charged with in- 
terference with an officer. Both are now out on 
bail --Hieneman at $2300, and McClosky at $150. 
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CAPE COD WINTER RESIDENTS EVICTED TO MAKE ROOM FOR 
SUMMER VACATIONERS 

HYANNIS, Mass. (LNS)- Going to Cape Cod for 
the summer is a tradition for many vacationers. 
Leaving Cape Cod cottages and apartments to make 
room for the summer visitors is another kind of 
tradition for the resort area's year-round resi- 
dents. Until recently, however, these moves which 
usually begin around Memorial Day went unpublicized. 

However, this May 31, over 500 people^ repres- 
enting 600 families, marched through Hyannis demand- 
ing year-round low- income housing. 

Landlords, like the owners of Cranberry Vil- 
lage, a Yarmouth development which has been the 
focus of most of the protest, rent their apartments 
at a lower rate to winter residents. Come Memorial 
Day most of these people are evicted because they 
can't meet the rental hikes. Rents usually jump 
from about $150 a month to as much as $1600 for the 
ten-week summer season. 

At a rally following the march, Frank Travano, 
a Harwichport house painter and veteran of the Mem- 
orial Day move told how he, his wife and six child- 
ren had to move five times last summer after they 
were evicted from their winter cottage. The family 
wound up spending 11 weeks in a motel drumming up 
a bill of $3000 for the Welfare Department. Other 
speakers talked about how they have hadi to spend 
their summers in tents, cars or double up with 
friends, until the vacationers left and thby had 
homes again. « 

But although the winter puts roofs back over 
heads, the landlords generally don't bother to make 
any winter repairs. The "tenants at CranbeTrry Vil- 
lage have been rent striking, for two Months to, pro- 
test unsanitary water conditions in. what' are billed 
to summer vacationers as "luxury" buildings, 
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3. WOMEN AND THEIR BODIES: ALTERNATIVES TO THE PILL 

LIBERATION News Service 

(Editor** 8 Note: The following is taken from 

a series of health talks put together by the Ithaca^ 
N. Y. Women* s Health Project . The other lectures 
cover sexuality , menstruation , women and the 
health industry , socialization , venereal disease , 
menopause, etc . For information on setting up 
your own women* s health class contact tae project 
c/o Linda Gleich , 404 Eddy St ., Ithaca, N. Y. 14850) 

The interuterine device (IUD) is the second 
most effective device after the pill for women who 
can use it. This generally means women who have 
given birth to more than one child t . Young women 
who have never been pregnant often find it impos- 
sible to use. 

There are three basic types that have been 
developed: closed devices, open devices and 

closed plan devices. The closed devices are 
associated with several serious disadvantages and 
so they are rarely used„ The open devices include 
the Lippes Loop, Marguilies Coil, and set-t-coil. 

The closed plane devices, which are relatively 
new, are the Majalin spring and the Daikon shield 
(foi women who have never been pregnant.) 

The modem devices are made of plastic so 
that the body will not adversely react to their 
composition. For insertion of the open and closed 
devices, the IUD is straightened out into a plun- 
ger-like applicator called an introducer. As it 
is inserted into the uterus, it assumes its char- 
acteristic shape. With these devices there is 
no need to dilate the cervical canal for insertion. 

An IUD can be put in at any time but it is 
best to have it done on the first day of menstru- 
ation. This insures that the insertion won’t 
interfere with an unsuspected pregnancy* Also 
the bleeding which occurs from insertion will 
coincide with the menstrual flow,, 

Although it is not known how the IUD works, 
it immediately begins to prevent pregnancy. It 
is advisable, though, to use some other form of 
contraception during the first month since most 
accidental pregnancies occur at this time. 

Most modern devices now have a nylon string- 
like tail which extends into the vagina. It can- 
not be felt by either partner during sexual inter- 
course. It is included so that women can check 
periodically to make sure the IUD has not been 
expelled. The tail also facilitates removal which 
should only be done by a doctor. 

Expulsion occurs in about 10-12% of all 
women who receive IUDs and for this reason unwanted 
pregnancies can and do occur. Most devices are 
expelled during the first three months and usually 
during menstruation Tampons and sanitary napkins 
should be checked for an expelled device. The 
cervix should also be examined to make sure that 
no part of the IUD is protruding An IUD can be 
reinserted by a doctor if it has been expelled but 
the chances of it staying in place are only SO-SO. 
The Lippes Loop and set-t-coil, because ot their 
design have low expulsion rates. The Delkon 
shield, which is very new, has shown on its first 
experiments only a 2% expulsion rate. 
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Besides expulsion, another frequent complaint 
and most common reason for IUD removal is ee 
ing and pain. Close to 10% of all women who have 
IUDs inserted have them removed for this reason. 
The pain is usually similar to menstrual cramps. 


_ i . 


The most serious complication fn IUD use is 
uterine perforation. In about 1 xo 2,000 inser 
t ions , t . i c device goes through t .e uterine wall 
into tno abdominal cavity Usually tais is a 
result of error on the part of tne doctor. Oc- 
casionally it is due to contractions of the uter- 
us. If the IUD is an open device, the perforation 
is not dangerous. With a closed device, however, 
there is the risk that it will loop on an intes- 
tine and obstruct passage of food and will have 
to be surgically removed* Women who have rings 
and nows (closed devices) should have them re- 
placed with safer ones* 


IUDs are not quite 100% effective, but should 
a pregnancy occur with the device in place, there 
is no danger to either the woman or fetus. 


Some women should not use IUDs. Women who 
have severe menstrual cramps will have difficulty. 
Also women who suffer from inflammation of the 
uterine lining may have that condition aggravated. 


Women who have never been pregnant find IUDs 
more difficult to accommodate* Many doctors re- 
fuse to insert devices in such women because of 
the severe pain they often endure. The Delkon 
shield, however, has been specifically designed 
for these women. The test results have so far 
been encouraging. 


Diaphragm 

The diaphragm is a mechanical means of con- 
traception. it is a soft rubber dome with a spring 
rim and when inserted, it fits over the cervix 
covering the entrance to the womb. It must always 
be used with spermicidal cream or jelly. The 
cream or jelly contains chemicals that kill the 
sperm when they reach the rubber dome and therefore, 
are kept from penetrating into the womb. 

Diaphragms come in various sizes and must 
be fitted for each woman. A medical examination 
is required and the diaphragm can be purchased 
only with a prescription. The doctor must per- 
form an internal pelvic exam, to choose the size 
and type of diaphragm. The woman should examine 
herself internally so that she learns to recog- 
nize the edge of the pubic bone and the cervix, 
which are important for proper fitting. 

The diaphragm is an excellent method of 
contraception, ideally 95-98% effective when used 
properly. The spermicidal agent must be inserted 
within one hour before sexual intercourse. If 
more than an hour passes before coitus, an addi- 
tional application of cream or jelly must be in- 
serted. Every act of sexual intercourse must be 
preceded by an application of spermicide. The 
diaphragm must then remain in place for at least 6 
hours after the last act of intercourse. It can 
be left in place for 24 hours or longer if nec- 
essary. No discomfort occurs from a diaphragm; 
when inserted properly it cannot be felt at all. 

It should not interfere with sexual pleasure. 
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Neither partner should be able to feel it during 
intercourse 

It should be noted that a diaphragm can slip 
under certain conditions so during ’’unsafe” times 
(when ovulation is most likely) one should be 
careful o Slipping may occur with expansion of 
the vaginal walls from sexual stimulation, with 
frequent insertions of the penis, or with the 
woman on top of the man in coitus Inserting 
an extra amount of jelly would be a wise precau- 
tion* The diaphragm should also be checked aftei 
bowel movements to ensure that it has not been 
dislodged. 

There are several advantages in using the 
diaphragm- It can be inserted during menstrua- 
tion and will act to hold back the flow temporar- 
ily It is effective whether or not a woman has 
had children. A virgin can be successfully fitted 
with a diaphragm The most important advantage 
is that that there are no medical warnings against 
diaphragms. They have been used for almost 100 
years and no serious side effects have yet been 
discovered, 

But there are several disadvantages to 
the diaphragm Occasionally women or men are 
allergic to the spermicidal agent. Changing brands 
usually clears this up There is frequently a 
discharge of cream or jelly which is harmless 
but can be annoying. Some women find it unpleas- 
ant to insert a diaphragm or feel that it inhib- 
its spontaneity since it must be inserted within 
an hour before intercourse, Also associated with 
the use of the diaphragm but not caused by it, 
is a painful bladder infection. Women who use 
diaphragms are more prone to bladder infection be- 
cause of the frequency of inserting a foreign sub- 
stance into the body 

Vaginal Spermicides 

Inserting a sperm killing chemical into the 
vagina before sexual intercourse is an ancient 
contraceptive practice Its effect ivenesss is 
variable depending on the type of chemical used. 
Spermicidal agents come in tablet, suppository, 
cream, jelly or foam The tablets and suppos- 
itories are not reliable or effective and should 
not be used 


inhibits sexual spontaneity. 

On the positive side, foam is harmless, is 
easy to use properly, and is not messy. Even 
though it can be purchased at any drug store with- 
out a prescription, gynecological examinations 
are regular necessities. 

Del ten and Enko foams are the only two brands 
that are spermicides Others do not contain sperm- 
killing chemicals and therefore are not as e ff ec_ 
tive It is recommended that foam be used in 
conjunction with a condom if highly effective 
pregnancy prevention is desired. Condoms can also 
be purchased without a prescription. 

The condom, a sheath worn on the penis during 
sexual intercourse, is a widely used, highly effec- 
tive mechanical contraceptive, It is made from 
either thin strong latex rubber or lamb intestinal 
membrane, The condom is either plain ended or 
tipped with a ’’teat” meant to receive and hold 
ejaculated semen. 

The condom can only be put on an erect penis « 
Thus it interrupts sexual stimulation since it must 
be put on during sexual activity. It prevents 
conception by catching the semen so tnat none 
enters the woman, There should be 1/2 inch or a 
teat at the end of condom for a recepticle. It 
is very important that the ponis not enter the 
woman at all without the condom. There can be 
some sperm on the tip of the penis even before 
ejaculation, so it is crucial that this not come 
in contact with the woman. Care must be taken not 
to tear the condom when etering the vagina or lose 
it when withdrawing after climax When used in 
conjunction with foam, this is not usually any- 
thing to worry about „ 

There are a few problems inherent in using a 
condom First of all, it is the man’s responsibil- 
ity., If the male sexual partner is reliable and 
both man and woman accept this contraceptive method, 
there is no problem; however, not all men are 
trustworthy, and certainly not at all times. Since 
it is the woman who may have an unwanted pregnancy, 
she is more likely to appreciate the importance 
of using some form of contraception during all 
acts of sexual intercourse. Also manymen feel 
that a condom dulls sexual pleasure 


Vaginal spermicides work on a principle 
similar to that of the diaphragm In this case, 
however, there is no mechanical device covering 
the opening of the womb but rather just the 
chemical barrier. The spermicide kills sperm cells 
deposited in the vagina and also blocks the cer- 
vix so that the sperm which aren’t killed are 
kept from entering the cervical canal . 


Creams or jellies arc not reliable It is 
difficult to distribute them evenly and contin- 
uously over the cervix Foam is recommended if 
this method of birth control is chosen It comes 
in aerosol form, is easily inserted, and spreads 
evenly and quickly over ccr\ ix It must be 
emphasised however, that all spermicides have 
a high failure rate 
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Coitus Interruptus 

Coitus interruptus, or withdrawal, is the 
oldest method of contraception still used today. 

It involves having the man withdraw his penis com- 
pletely and ejaculate away from the vagina. 

There arc several reasons why this method does 
not afford protection from pregnancy First of 
all. there is sperm in the seminal fluid before 
ejaculation. Also it is very difficult for a man 
to judge when ejaculation will taken place. Many 
men do not ejaculate in a single emission Some 
ejaculate semen sporadically or in a slow stream, 
making it hard to successfully determine when to 
w i tli draw 

There is a psychological problem which pre- 
vents successful coitus interruptus. As orgasm 
approaches, there is a loss of consciousness during 
which coital movements lose their voluntary char- 
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acter 0 Thus it can be impossible to withdraw in 
time. 

Psychologically, withdrawal can also lead to 
problems for women. In Western societies most 
women take longer to reach orgasm during sexual 
intercourse than their male partners. Therefore 
coitus interruptus often involves interruption 
before a woman reaches orgasm. This may result in 
frustration for the woman unless masturbation or 
clitoral manipulation brings the worn an to orgasm 0 

Men also suffer psychological or sexual prob- 
lems from withdrawal. If the man sincerely wants 
to protect the woman from pregnancy he may find 
himself in a constant state of fear throughout 
the sexual act, afraid that withdrawal at the 
right time may not be possible. 

Rhythm Method 

Under Roman Catholic doctrine the rhythm meth- 
od is the only form of birth control that can be 
practiced. It is difficult and unreliable and 
so it is not recommended for women who have other 
available alternatives . 

Basically, the rhythm method is the absti- 
nence from sexual intercourse each cycle on those 
days when a woman is likely to get pregnant. 

It is based on the scientific fact that normally 
a woman produces a ripe egg that can be fertil- 
ized by the sperm only once a month. There is 
a period of up to 24 hours during when the egg is 
alive and can be fertilized. The sperm can live 
inside the woman's body for 48 hours after sexual 
intercourse and still fertilize the egg. Thus 
there is a period of up to 72 hours or 3 days each 
cycle in which conception can occur. 

Theoretically a woman has a 28 day regular 
cycle. Between the 12th 16th day before menstru- 
ation, ovulation occurs. There is no way of pre- 
dicting whether it will be the 16th day* the 12 th 
or in between. To be safe, the woman with a com- 
pletely regular cycle must abstain from inter- 
course from the 18th day before menstruation--the 
sperm can live for 2 days- -until after 11 th day 
(the egg can live up to one day). Thus for the 
woman with a compeltely regular cycle there is a 
period of 8 days each month that she cannot have 
sexual intercourse. 

Unfortunately most women are not completely 
regular so there is a greater period of time 
during which ovulation mhy occur. Sexual inter- 
course must not occur from 2 days before possible 
ovulation until l day after. It is safest at 
the beginning and end of the cycle. 

To use the rhythm method, the woman must keep 
a record of menstrual periods for about one year. 
Counting the day it begins as d: y. 1 , she has to 
note the length of the shortest period before 
menstruation and also the longest period. To 
calculate the unsafe period, she must substract 
18 from the shortest cycle to find the first un- 
safe day and substract 11 from the longest cycle 
to find the last unsafe day. This is called the 
calendar method. 

Another possibility is the temperature 
method A special fever thermometer is necessary 
for this. At about the time of ovulation, there 
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is a temperature drop which is followed by a sig- 
nificant temperature rise. The rise in temperature 
is caused by increased progesterone after ovulation. 

The temperature is taken in the morning before 
getting out of bed. Illness or restless nights 
must be taken into account since they also affect 
temperature. A record should be kept for at least 
six months before relying on this method. 

The absolute fertile (or unsafe) period is cal- 
culated from day 5 of the cycle (day 1 being onset 
of menstruation) until 3 days after the rise in 
temperature. This unsafe period can be very long 
so a combination of the calendar and temperature 
methods may be preferred, shortening the unsafe 
period. In the combined method, the first unsafe 
day is calculated from the shortest cycle plus the 
last unsafe day is the third day after the temper- 
ature rise. 

Sterilization 

Sterilization or surgery that prevents preg- 
nancy--is a permanent method of contraception. Once 
the operation has been performed, no further measures 
are necessary. If for some reason children are 
again desired, the chance of successful. -reversibility 
is about 50% for both women and men. 

The type of sterilization done to prevent con- 
ception does not remove any of the sex organs or glands 
and has no effect upon sexual desire or performance. 

In men, the operation is known as a visectomy and can 
be done in a doctor’s office. It involves cutting 
and tying the passages through which sperm travels 
from the testicles to the genital passages. There 
is a period of up to three weeks after the operation 
in which sperm can still be alive; then it is com- 
pletely effective means of contraception. Seminal 
fluid is still present but the sperm is no longer 
in it. The penis still becomes erect and ejaculation 
still occurs. 

In women, sterilization is done by tying the 
fallopian tubes, known as tubal ligation. It is 
done in a hospital and involves a short recovery 
period. The risks from surgery are less than for an 
appendectomy. The fallopian tubes are • . passage- 
ways through which the egg travels to the uterus 
and the sperm travels to fertilize the egg. Since 
the tubes are severed and tied, the egg and sperm 
cannot unit. Women ' /r^exual desire is not effected 
and periods come remilqriy because the hormonal 
cycle is not interrupted. 

-30- 

**************************************************** 
NATIONAL PEOPLE’S COALITION CONFERENCE: 

JUNE 25-27 IN MILWAUKEE 

WASHINGTON (LNS) --The People's Coalition for 
Peace and Justice is calling a national conference 
for June 25-27 at St, Michael’s Church and School, 
Milwaukee, Wis. The agenda includes discussions 
about local organizing, a lobbying program for Wash- 
ington, the People's Peace Treaty, the anti-draft 
fillibuster and oppositon to the Family Assistance 
Plan (FAP) . For housing and transportation infor- 
nation call or write 1029 Vermont Ave. , N.W., Wash., 
D.C. 20005. 

-30- 

l 

News Service (*347) June 5, 1971 more... 


U.S. JOURNALIST, 3 OTHERS CHARGED WITH BELFAST ARSON 

BELFAST, N. Ireland (LNS) --When Queen's Uni- 
versity was fire-bombed on the night of March 30, 
witnesses claimed that they saw four men running 
away from the scene. The Belfast police immediately 
came up with four suspects who are now awaiting 
trial for arson and possession of a sawed-off shot- 
gun. 

Three of the defendants--Felix de Mendelssohn, 
26, a British houmalist; Peter McCartten, 20, a 
Belfast journalist; and James McCann, 31, a Bel- 
fast worker--were arrested on a street near the 
university. Mendelssohn and McCartten were taking 
photographs for their newspapers and McCann was 
just watching the fire. 

The fourth defendant, Joseph Stevens, 25, 
a freelance American photographer was arrested 
a few hours later in his apartrtient near the uni- 
versity. Police told Stevens that they wanted 
him to identify suspects, but after 36 hours of 
interrogation he was also charged with arson. 

Stevens is in Northern Ireland on assignment from 
Friends Magazine of London and Renewal, a Protes- 
tant monthly published in the U.S. 

Although the men have been in jail for two 
months only one--McCartten--has received bail, 
which was set at 1000 pounds (about $2400), he's 
expected to turn state's evidence. If convicted 
the three other men can get from five years to 
life imprisonment. 

In his prison letters, Stevens writes that he 
was arrested in the government's ongoing campaign 
against radical journalists. While working in 
Belfast, Stevens had been attacked and had his 
equipment smashed by Loyalist gangs as police and 
army men stood by. 

Other media people have also been recently 
arrested. An Irish TV reporter who refused to 
testify against an Irish Republican Army (IRA) 
man who appeared on his program was sentenced to 
four days. But Stevens and his co-defendants 
face the heaviest charges and possible sentences. 
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************************************************* 

NEW GI COFFEE HOUSE IN HONOLULU 

HONOLULU (LNS) --A new coffee house called 
The Liberated Barracks will be set up here for 
GIs stationed throughout the islands. According 
to its organizers, "The Liberated Barracks" will 
be a place "where GI's come together in brother- 
hood and sisterhood to organize themselves, to 
help and support one another, and to discuss plans 
and effect appropriate action." 

The coffee house will also provide a legal 
counseling and referral service, recreation, and 
educational material. 

Contributions to support the project can be 
sent to The Liberated Barracks, c/o Youth Actions, 
Unity House Bldg., 1956 Ala Moana Boulevard, Rm.417, 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96815. 
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ANTI-AMERICAN BOMBINGS START AGAIN IN PNOMPENH 

PNOMPENH, Cambodia(LNS) --Two U.S. military 
buildings in Pnompenh, Cambodia, were badly damaged 
by bombs early on June 1. These were the first 
bombings in the capital since the February 20 
explosion at the Thai Embassy. The explosions were 
set off within 15 minutes of each other, less than 
500 yds apart. The first wounded a member of a 
military equipment delivery team; the second blew 
out the windows in a building housing marines who 
guard the American Embassy. 

— 30— 

***************************************************** 
OFF THE PIGGY BANK 

Isla Vista, Califomia(LNS) --A "People's Bank?" 

A "money co-op?" Isla Vista, California (where 
the Bank of America burned down in 1970) is working 
on just that idea. The Community Council there 
has recently started the Isla Vista Community Federal 
Credit Union. Members save there just as they would 
at a bank--their deposits earn dividends and are 
insured up to $20,000. But instead of investing in 
corporate ventures, the credit union loans only to 
its own members. The idea is to build up the econo- 
mic vitality and self-sufficiency of the Isla Vista 
alternative community. 

Loans must be OK'd by a credit committee elected 
by the members. The money can be used for anything 
from buying a truck, to defraying medical expenses, 
to paying tuition. There doesn't have to be colla- 
teral unless the loan is more than $2,500. (Collateral 
means putting up something like a watch or a car as 
insurance that the loan will be payed back.) And 
because the credit union is a non-profit, tax-exempt 
association, it can make loans at easy-money interest 
rates. 

The Isla Vista credit union operates out of a 
corner of the Community Council's office. It pays 
its manager $25 a week to keep office hours Monday 
through Saturday, two hours a day. In its first 6 
weeks it signed up 120 members. About $5,000 has been 
loaned out to members so far. One loan, for example, 
went to finance the inventory of a text-book co-op. 
Another was to help a member buy tires for his truck. 
The credit union has contracted with the county 
welfare department to sell food stamps. Eventually 
the credit union's board hopes to do a bail bond 
service, finance co-operative housing, and set 
up a community fund that would be given--by a vote 
of the members--to community institutions like a 
Free Clinic. 

If you’d like to check out the Isla Vista Credit 
Union Newsletter to find out more about it, send a 
self-addressed stamped envelope to 970 Embarcadero 
Del Mar, Goleta, California 93017. 
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WHAT IS THIS MAN SMILING ABOUT ON P-2? 
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COURT HALTS PROSECUTION OF MOST MAYDAY CASES; 

NIXON PRAISES D C COPS 

WASHINGTON, D.C (LNS)--The U S Court of Appeals 
ruled May 27 that the prosecution of all Mayday ar- 
rests must stop if there is not "adequate evidence" 
The order will be in effect for at least a week, un- 
til U.S. District Court Judge Howard Corcoran holds 
a hearing on whether the government has maintained 
the Mayday cases "for purposes of harrassment and 
with no hope of securing convictions." 

In response to the new ruling the D.C cor- 
poration counsel has already decided to drop about 
2500 of the remaining arrest cases So far 99 9% 
of all Mayday cases presented in Superior Court 
have been dropped or resulted in acquittals ac- 
cording to defense attorney Monroe Freedman 

The courtrooms are chaotic One defendant 
whose case was dropped said that he and about 
200 others waited for six hours because there 
weren't enough arresting officers present Finally 
the prosecutor paired up as many defendants as 
there were cops in the courtroom and the rest of 
the defendants just filed by the judge who pro- 
nounced each case dismissed. 

In another importanttul ing , Superior Court 
Judge Eugene Hamilton said that collateral will 
no longer be automatically forfeited if defendants 
fail to go back to Washington for trial . He said 
the government must first prove to the court that 
there is "probably cause to link a defendant to 
his alleged offense before calling up the case " 

If the prosecutor does prove probable cause 
and the defendant doesn't show up for court, the 
judge said the case must be continued to July and 
the defendant formally notified of the new trial 
date Up until Hamilton's ruling, hundreds of 
Mayday defendants were convicted just because they 
didn't show up in court to find out that their 
case was dropped 

When the corporation counsel complained that 
it would be "burdensome and expensive" to notify 
all those who don’t have to show up for trial, the 
American Civil Liberties Union (ACLUJ offered to do 
the job for the government and the government 
accepted 

In a press conference June 1, Nixon praised 
the D C. cops for their Mayday work "I approve 
of what they did and, in the event that we have 
similar situations in the future, 1 hope that we 
can handle those situations as well as this was 
handled And 1 hope they can be handled that way- - 
that well- -in other cities, so that we do not have 
to resort to violence " 

Commenting on the unconst i tut j ena 1 i ty oi the 
Mayday mass arrests, and the fact that more than 
3000 of those arrested have already nad charges 
dropped, Nixon said those dismissals just, proved 
his point --"that arrest does not mean an individual 
is guilty, m the event tin at the evidence is not 
presented winch will eon.ict him, he is released 
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FIGHTING FOR AN INDEPENDENT BANGLA DESH: 

AN INTERVIEW WITH FOUR EAST PAKASTANIS 

LIBERATION News Service 

Editor's note: . The two halves of Pakistan — 

East and West — are separated by 1,000 miles ■ of- India 
Ike people of the East are Bengali : those of the 
Wes r. are largely Punjabi. They differ linguistic- 
ally , culturally t and ethnically. let they have been 
bound together ever since 1947 when the British 
government packaged them for independence on tne 
grounds that they snare the religion of Islam . 

It has been an unhappy marriage for the people 
of East Pakistan ( also known as East Bengal), They 
are poorer than the Westerners • East Pakistan as 
one-sixth the size of West Pakistan but has a larger 
population -- 75 million people compared to West 
Pakistan’s 55 million Almost all the industrial 
development of Pakistan has taken place in the West , 
while East Pakistan remains largely agricultural, 
producing 60 01 of the world’s jute Resentment against 
Western rule recently provoked the East Pakistanis to 
pick up arms in rebellion 

The following is an interview with four East * 
Pakistani students who were studying at McGill Univ- 
ersity in Canada when the recent fighting broke out * 
Three have dropped out and are waiting for an oppor- 
tunity to go home to join resistance forces .) 

COULD YOU DESCRIBE THE PRESENT SITUATION IN EAST 
PAKISTAN? 

About 300,000 East Pakistanis have been killed 
so far by the West Pakistani army Three million 
have fled to West Bengal (an eastern province of 
India) where they are living in refugee camps. The 
West Pakistani army controls our major cities -- 
Dacca ^ Chittagong, Khulna, Jessore -- but armed res- 
istance in the rural areas is strong. In fact,, the 
army rarely ventures into the countryside and then 
only on "hit and run" missions 

A provisional "rebel" government has been set up 
in Calcutta, India, by the moderate A warn i League. 

They are seeking diplomatic recognition, supplies, 
and guns to start a "war of liberation " But real 
leadership of the East Pakistani separatist movement 
has passed from the Aw ami League to more radical force 
who are already engaged in armed struggle. The rad- 
icals will settle for nothing less than an indepen- 
dent Bang 1 a Desh (Bengali Nation) 

We are counting on guerrilla warfare and the 
monsoon rains to defeat the West Pakistani army 
Bengali home territory is the Canges - Brahmaputra 
delta -- a vast network of rivers and streams Such 
terrain is completely alien to the West Pakistani 
soldi eis. accustomed to the dry plains and mountains 
)f the West 

Wil.YI FORCES ARE PREPARING TO LIBERATE THE EAST FROM 
li II: \RMLD OCCUPATION? 

I’he moderate Awami League is organizing the East 
Pakistani police and the East Pakistani Rifles (the 
only Bengali regiment in the Pakistani army.) The 
Maoist last Pakistani Communist Party (Marxist -Lenin- 
ist; went underground before the army occupation and 
nos very busy organizing and training tne peasant - 

i‘e ire a iso several liberation armies getting 
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organized, with Marxist and socialist leaders. 

We think that leadership of an organized guerri- 
lla movement will most likely come from a coal- 
ition of well-organized forces developed at the 
local rather that the national level. But the 
diverse groups, all committed to independence 
in some form, are not yet coordinated as a uni- 
ted front. 

WHAT EVENTS LED TO THE OCCUPATION OF EAST PAKIS- 
TAN BY THE WEST PAKISTANI ARMY AND THE RESULTING 
CIVIL WAR? 


The immediate cause was a constitutional cris- 
is. Pakistan has been under military rule since 
a coup lead by General Yahya Khan toppled the 



government of Ayub Khan in 1968. Last December, 
a new National Assembly was elected to meet in 
March to write a constitution returning Pakistan 
to civilian rule. But General Yahya Khan post- 
poned the assembly when the West Pakistani People* 
Party, an established party in West Pakistan, 
threatened to boycott the assembly. The party 
had lost in the December elections and Awami 
League candidates from the East took a majority 
of the seats in the National Assembly. 


pendent nation of Bangla Desh. 

IS THE WAR THEN PURELY A CIVIL WAR BETWEEN EAST AND 
WEST PAKISTAN? 

No. The events of 1970-1971 are a continuation 
of the class struggle that stems from the British 
colonial period. The period prior to independence 
was marked by bitter struggle between the Moslem 
peasantry on the one hand and the British colonial 
rulers and predominantly Hindu landlords on tne other. 
This class division alo^ - religious lines played right 
into the British "divide and rule" policy which fav- 
ored the Hindu minority over the Muslim majority. 

Wealthy Moslems took advantage of the religious 
divisions when it came time for the British to leave. 
The Moslem League, run by Moslem landlords and the 
Moslem upper class, represented the independence 
movement in negotiations with the British, and the 
two far-flung halves of Pakistan were joined together 
in an Islamic state. 

Pakistan became independent in 1947. The lot of 
the peasantry was as bad as ever, but new patterns of 
power emerged among the Pakistani elite. 

In East Pakistan, the feudal class virtually 
disappeared as Hindu landlords fled to India. Power 
passed to the petty bourgeoisie -- bureaucrats, 
professionals, large shopkeepers, and merchants . 

From this class emerged the Awami League which has 
dominated the political life of East Pakistan ever 
since . 


In the West, Moslem feudal lords remained, and with 
them a trained military and civil service inherited 
from British rule. Moslem merchants flocked 
India to Karachi, bringing their money along, setting 
up the base for future industrial development. The 
alliance that today controls West Pakistan -. the 
military, civil service, merchant, and feudal -- 

began at that time. 

It is this alliance, the ruling class of 
Pakistan, that has attempted to rule all of Pakistan. 

SO IS THE CIVIL WAR THE RESULT OF THE CONFLICT BE- 
TWEEN THE RULING CLASS OF WEST PAKISTAN AND THE MID- 
DLE CLASS ELITE OF EAST PAKISTAN? 


Negotiations began between Gen. Yahya Khan, 
the Awami League, and the West Pakistani People* s 
Party. The Awami League demanded some measure 
of regional autonomy for East Pakistan, but the 
talks foundered since Bhutto and Yahya Khan op- 
posed East Pakistani desire for control over its 
own foreign aid and trade. 

Strikes and demonstrations of students, pea- 
sants, and workers broke out in East Pakistan, 
protesting the postponement of the Assembly. 
Officials from West Pakistan suddenly lost all 
authority in the face of rebellion. 

On the 25th of March, 70,000 West Pakistani 
troops moved into East Pakistan to reassert the 
control of the "central" government. Awami 
League leaders, East Bengali pr j Pss b *nal s , and 
students faced wholesale liquidation. Aid .hun- 
dreds of thousands of unarmed people were killed 
with tanks, mortar, bombs, and nap-aim. 

Nevertheless, on March 27 clandestine Bengali 
transmitters proclaimed the existence of an md'-- 
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Up to a point, yes. 

The constitutional crisis which triggered the 
civil war was a conflict -- both political and eco- 
nomic -- between the elites of East and West Pakistan. 

The Awami League, representing the interests of 
the East Pakistani elite, had won majority control of 
the National Assembly that never: met. What the League 
demanded and the West Pakistani ruling class refused 
to give up, was not only political power but economic 
power. The East Pakistani elite had never been able 
to exploit its fair share of the wealth produced by 
the East Pakistani peasantry. 

Since the independence of 1947, East Pakistan has 
been for all practical purposes a colony of We*t 
Pakistan in which workers, peasants, and the middle 
class, too, are severely exploited. 

JUST HOW IS LAST PAKISTAN A COLONY OF WEST PAKISTAN? 

First, last Pakistan's jute earns about half of 
Paki>tan*s total income from exports. But West Pakis- 
tanis own t ; i -j ; receding mills and the export firms 
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so all the money brought in by the jute crop winds 
up financing imports for West Pakistan, 

The tariffs and import controls of the central 
government force East Pakistan to buy manufac- 
tured goods from West Pakistan at prices that are 
much higher than the world market. Pakistan’s 
investible finances and foreign aid income are in- 
vested almost solely in the West. Military funds 
and development projects (50% of the national 
budget) are spent almost exclusively in West Pak- 
istan. 

Would you like some concrete examples of tie 
disparity between East and West? 

The Bengali makes about half as much money as 
the West Pakistani. With less than half of Pakis- 
tan’s population, the West consumes six times as 
much electricity, three times as much of the im- 
ports, owns 80% of the motor vehicles, 75% of the 
telephones, and employs 85% of the available sec- 
ondary school teachers. 

And as in all colonial situations, the subju- 
gation is cultural, too. One year after indepen- 
dence, Urdu, the language of the West Pakistani 
Punjabis, was declared the official language of 
Pakistan. The East Pakistanis won official sta- 
tus for their own language in 1962, only through 
the tenacious struggle of the student-based ”lan- 
guage movement.” 

Don't think that the average West Pakistani 
is well off. About 25 West Pakistani families 
control twopthirds of the profits in large-scale 
manufacturing and 80% of the profits in high 
finance. 

THE AWAMI LEAGUE WON CONSIDERABLE SUPPORT FROM 
THE PEASANTRY IN THE ELECTIONS. WHY DO THE PEA- 
SANTS SUPPORT CANDIDATES WHO REPRESENT AN ELITE? 

Many peasants who voted for the Aw ami League 
in December understand its limitations ^ They 
voted for it because it represents the Bengali 
people in its call for autonomy. But they are 
critical of its moderation, its willingness to 
compromise, and its refusal to push for complete 
independence. 

Leftists warned the voters and the Awami League 
that, no matter what the results of the elections. 
West Pakistan would not give up power peacefully 
and peasants would not wait patiently on the Aw- 
ami League forever 

Many peasants stuck to the ad'/ice of Maulana 
Bhasam’s National Awami Party and boycotted the 
elections. The National Awami Party split off 
from the Awami League in 1957 It’s a communist 
party with pro-Moscow and pro-Peking factions. 

Many of its younger members have joined the Maoist 
East Pakistani Communist Pary (M-L) and are now 
organizing people in the countryside and seeking 
arms in West Bengal, 

Former backers of the Awami League have been 
pushed to the left by the brutal retaliation of 
the West Pakistanis and by the feeling that the 
Awami League shares the blame for the massacre-- 
encouraging unarmed, ill-equipped peasants to 
tackle an army 


Students are militant and well-organized. Pro- 
bably 80% of the student body at the University „ 
of Dacca are leftists. Many students have gone to 
the countryside to help organize the insurgent forces. 

WHAT IS INDIA'S POSITION? IT SEEMS THAT SHE SUPPORTS 
EAST PAKISTAN. IF SO, WHAT ARE HER INTERESTS IN EAST 
PAKISTANI INDEPENDENCE? 

India would be happiest, perhaps, with an inde- 
pendent East Pakistan under the leadership of the 
bourgeois, ant i- communist Awami League. Then there 
would be no squeeze from a Pakistan that borders on 
two sides of India and the Awami League might even 
be a friendly neighbor. 

On the other hand, India would not tolerate an 
independent socialist Bengali state on her border. 

It would threaten her control over West Bengal, which 
is now very tenuous. She fears above all that Maoism 
is spreading in the East Bengali movement and that 
the liberation movement is spreading to West Bengal. 

The Indian government now has six batallions in 
West Bengal -- to check the activities of the Indian 
Maoists, whom they fear are infiltrating Pakistani 
refugee camps and working with East Bengali leftists 
there. The Indian's primary interest is preventing 
the creation of a people's army among the refugees. 

Still, India will not intervene in Pakistan with- 
out the go-ahead from the United States. 

DOES IT SEEM LIKELY THAT THE U.S. WILL GIVE SUCH A 
GO-AHEAD? 

An independent East Pakistan headed by Mujibar 
Rahman and the Awami League would be acceptable to 
the U.S. government. But if the establishment of a 
socialist Bengali state seemed likely, the U.S. might 
well butt in. 

Pakistan has received $1 billion for counter- 
insurgency activities from the United States. Mili- 
tary aid, cut off during the Indian-Pakistani War of 
1965, picked up again in 1970. American aid is an 
absolute necessity for the Pakistani army, which can- 
nqt manufacture its own arms and spends at least 
$3 million a month in suppressing the separatist move- 
ment in East Pakistan. 

But the U.S. --anxious to avoid warfare in Asia-- 
has attached one condition to continued aid: - that 
the West Pakistanis reach a political accomodation 
with East Pakistan, meaning quite likely some sort of 
settlement with the Awami League. 

Strangely enough, prior to the war, Mujibar 
Rahman, leader of the Awami League, was negotiating 
with the U.S„ concerning the construction of a naval 
base at, or near, Chittagong (in East Pakistan) on 
the Bay of Bengal. The offer of $80 million appealed 
to Mujibar who seemed willing to allow the construction 
At the moment the U.S. is negotiating with the central 
government 

HAVE THE CHINESE TAKEN A POSITION? 

China's warning to India not to interfere in the 
internal affairs of Pakistan is misconstrued as sup- 
port for West Pakistan Her alliance with the Pakis- 
tani military regime is a result of the Sino-Indian 
war of ’62 and ls anti-Indian, not anti-Bengali,, 
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WHAT HAS BEEN THE ROLE OF STUDENTS? 
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least nominally in the hands of the bourgeois 
Awami League. She will most likely come to the 
aid of East Pakistan when local -- not national- 
leadership has forged a national liberation front. 

(ed. note-- At the moment China has a $210 
million aid commitment to West Pakistan,, Chou- 
en-lai has recently promised additional funds. 

The possibility of China supporting Pakistan a- 
gainst Indian intervention while privately supp- 
lying guns to the Bengalis cannot be ruled out.) 

HAS THE SOVIET UNION PUBLICLY TAKEN A POSITION? 

The Soviet Union has denounced the brutality 
of the West Pakistanis army and has voiced sup- 
port for Mujibar Rahman and the Awami League as 
the elected representatives of the East Pakistani 
people. 

HAS THE EAST PAKISTAN RESISTANCE RECEIVED SUPPORT 
FROM OTHER LIBERATION FRONTS? 

The Palestinians and Quebecois have voiced 
their solidarity with the Bengali people. 

WHAT ARE THE EFFECTS OF THE WAR IN WEST PAKISTAN? 
IS THERE ANY SUPPORT FOR THE BENGALIS? 

The war has cost Pakistan $200 million in de- 
layed and destroyed exports and the central gov- 
ernment has reported a 35% drop in Pakistan's 
gold reserves. Pakistan will have to cut its im- 
ports sharply, starving the West's factories of 
raw materials and forcing up already high unem- 
ployment. 

Food is short and tenant farmers in some pro- 
vincial areas of West Pakistan are refusing to 
pay their rents. Worker and student unrest is 
evident in West Pakistani industrial centers with 
strikers being fired upon by government troops. 

Workers and students in a number of Punjabi 
towns have staged protest demonstrations against 
Ali Bhutto, whose West Pakistani People's Party 
refused' to participate in the new National Assem 
bly. And an organization known as West Pakistanis 
in Solidarity with Bangla Desh has been formed. 

*********************** * * 5 : 0 - * ********************** 

RENAULT STRIKE ENDS; WORKERS STILL ANGRY 
by Schofield Coryell 

PARIS(LNS) --As we watched thousands of work- 
ers pour out of Renault's huge factory at 
court this first day back to work after a three 
week strike, the young man sitting in one of the 
cafes on the Place Nationale summed up the mood 
of his comrades . 

"The strike is over and we’re going back to 
work. The union chiefs wanted it that way. But 
we've gained nothing, and the struggle will break 
out again soon. We're fighting for our dignity 
as human beings." 

The nation-wide strike by 90,000 Renault 
workers which ended May 25 began in late April 
when 82 semi-skilled workers walked off the job 
at the Mans plant to protest unfair wage scales. 
By April 29 all of Renault's semi-skilled work- 
ers (about 5400) had stopped production at the 
company's plants throughout the country. 

Most of the semi-skilled workers are from 


peasant backgrounds (many are also foreigners) 
and do not automatically accept the authority 
of the reformist labor unions often unquestioned 
by many older and more experienced workers. 

Another Billancourt worker went on bitterly 
to describe the company's hated system of paying 
its workers. 

"It's not the man who's paid, but the machine,” 
he said. 

Engineers have established for each machine 
a co-efficient that determines the value of the 
job. The result is a terribly complicated wage 
scale with each worker getting a different wage, 
depending on the machine he's assigned to or his 
place on the assembly line. There are at least 
21 different possible wages for the semi-skilled 
workers. And whenever a worker is transferred 
from one machine to another he risks a reduction 
in pay Tor' reasons independent of his skill or 
performance . 

The union leadership initially resisted the 
strike and occupation proposals, but when the 
militant Billancourt workers got a strike vote, 
the union soon gave in at all the other plants 
too. Both union representatives and radical 
young workers were elected to the strike commit- 
tee at Billancourt. Among the 500 or so workers 
who actually took charge of the occupation, about 
half of them were independent of the union. 

According to one worker, "The relationship 
of forces had changed during the strike in favor 
of the new left. But the union--with its huge 
apparatus, its army of members, its well -financed 
organization--did succeed in assuming leadership 
of the sit-in operation, which it had initially 
opposed. It was obvious all along that the union 
was pressing for an early return to work on almost 
any terms . " 

On May 24, the workers at Mans--their strike 
fund empty- -voted to accept Renault's compromise 
proposal s . 

"The back to work vote was actually presented 
as a referendum on the workers' confidence in the 
union leadership," explained another worker. "A 
vote to prolong the strike would have been regarded 
as one of direct hostility to the unions. Most 
workers were not ready to go that far at this 
stage, and they accepted the company's offer-- 
a very slight improvement in the wage scale (with- 
out basically altering the system), partial pay- 
ment for days lost due to the strike, a small bonus, 
and a guarantee against reduction in wages due to 
job shifts after three years seniority." 

"The settlement settles nothing," said another 
worker. "We had to go back to work because the 
workers at Mans, those directly involved in the 
conflict, voted to end their strike. But all the 
problems remain as before. The whole system of 
payment has to be basically changed. Then there 
is the problem of the constantly increasing speed- 
up. Its getting beyond endurance. Nothing was 
decided on that. The fight will have to go on." 
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BOSTON VETS GAIN WIDE bCPPCK 1 ■ * * R I v u 
THREE DAY PEACE MARCH: 400 ArRESTFn 

BOSTON (LNS) - -Retracing the steps of Paul 
Revere’ s ride in 1775, two hundred Vietnam Ve^ 
erans marched from Concord, Mass., to Bunker 
Hill over the Memorial Day weekend in a protest 
against the war in Indochina. Along the way 
several hundred local residents joined their 
ranks and many more lined the sidewalks. In 
Lexington, Mass., ever two hundred people were 
arrested with the vets when they re fused to 
leave the village green after curfew. 

The anti-war demonstration began Friday 
night. May 28, at Minuteman State Park in Concord, 
’’where the embattled farmer stood,” A lantern, 
symbolizing a state of emergen , was brought from 
Boston, and the vets load the original list of 
grievances presented to King George by the Colon- 
ists. They also read the national demands of the 
Vietnam Vets Against the War, which call for 
immediate withdrawal of ail U,S. troops from 
Vietnam, Cambodia and Laos. The v'ec s spent the 
night in the park and left the next morning on 
the short march to Lexington, doing guerilla 
theater as they went. 

The Lexington town fathers knew the vets 
were coming. The veterans had announced their 
plans several weeks previously, and the schedule 
called for an overnight stop on the Lexington 
green. The board of selectmen warned that no one 
would be permitted on the green after 10 PM. 

On Saturday afternoon about ISO vets, 
accompanied by a contingent of Concord citizens, 
arrived in Lexington. Armed with plastic tommy- 
guns, with friends playing the part of Vietnamese 
villagers, they performed moce "search and dest- 
roy" missions arid interrogation sessions. They 
chanted "bring our brothers home!" and talked with 
people on the sidewalks, in the evening they 
clustered on the green, whole at one point about 
800 civilians--m en, wemer and children of ali 
ages from Lexington and surrounding towns- -j oined 
them. The townspeople - -l anging from young profes- 
sionals to older New England merchant types-- 
brought food, and apples, oranges and home-made 
cookies ;ii .slaved c.ncng the crowd . 

Mean wh l ■ c , a C i. ’ eg a •: \ on o x 1 r o \ ».* r n i ~ we i e 
negotiation with the bui-xi of selectmen. Selectman 
Chairman Robert C at a? do ~ d he had a res r raining 
order from Middlesex Superior Couut. He offered 
Lincoln Park, built the former t\ dump, 

as an aliuta' ’ - ?r ■ - . Tin '.utar^ns 

refused his olio.- uJ n- g ..it hjo'-e down 
shortly aftc.r i.f T.igkt, tuen ■ a.nj tc the 

green in person ic rha swd leave. 

When he crii 'ou ha hcoc-U b\ ‘rxing: >n residents. 

A WLcl'cCl vf : i,' ' t.jilO’ »j l' ‘'.‘U c_ al'U.j'. »' # 

"The police at? I.: a .H/.iit.V . uCT 

comtoit ab i »; . : e no. i'o ' ' i iH.- . . 1 V: c S . a 

A mother ua. e-v. r in- u s: g : . e r .e-ui^c 

son: "Wen ,la, i 0 g i - - - e>t.c, 

you’re gc-ii.* In ^ * ■-> -* •: « *i. , o.c ts 

1 1 o 1 i *. ■ j tv- • . • ^ i ' . v. r . . - - * ‘ 1 ' : ; .y - 

augmented by :>a-.~ n j, . 

i. UM.kA l C‘.‘ Tews ‘Tr.h'.t 


a. j maa„ ihc airests. The police herded every- 
body into buses and drove them to the town's 
public works garage, where they spent the night. 

In all, 45S people were arrested, the largest mass 
arrest in the state’s history. 

The veterans went without resistance, 
hands clasped POW-styie behind their heads. 

The next morning, in groups of ten, they 
came before a judge to face charges of violating 
the curfew , The $5 fines were paid from a $1200 
fund which residents had contributed the night 
before . 

After leaving court, the vets and townspeople 
mar died to a local church where they ate a meaj 
together. A group of Lexington citizens then 
drove the vets to Bunker Hill. About 150 of 
them put on buttons saying, "Lexington P0W,"and 
marched up Bunker Hill with the vets. Over 1000 
people were already there waiting for the peace 
marchers, and loud cheers welcomed them to the 
Revolutionary War battleground. 

The Metropolitan District Commission, the 
body that administers all public land in the 
state, originally said that the vets could not 
spend the night on Bunker Hill. Evidently they 
didn’t want to repeat the Lexington mass arrests, 
though, because they notified the police chief 
that' he was to use his own discretion as to 
whether or not he would arrest the demonstrators. 

He agreed that they wouldn’t be arrested if 
everything remained peaceful. The vets spent 
the night there without incident, talking, singing, 
and sharing the food that local residents brought. 

On Monday morning the whole group marched into 
Boston for a rally on the Common. Over 3000 
people listened to live bands, watched guerilla 
theater performed by the vets, and heard Gene 
McCarthy and Mrs, Patricia Simon, a Gold Star 
Mother who Jest a son in the war, speak against 
the war in Indochina. Mrs. Simon said the 
National Geld Star Mothers Assn, should form 
branches called Gold Star Mothers Against the 
War . 

The anti war Memorial Day rally, which lasted 
until after dark, competed with Boston’s traditional 
American Veterans parade. About 125 vets of 
World Wi>i- II, Korea and Vietnam marched behind 
lbO musicians in the Air Force and Boston Fire 
Dept, bands and a drum and bugle corps from a 
neaibv town. 'The marchers outnumbered by two 
to one the spectators who assembled before the 
War Memorial in Fens Stadium for brief ceremonies. 

i 

Amvets officials were disappointed by the 
turnout, -he smallest in years. John Harold, 

Amvots program chairman, said, "1 hate to say 
it, but 1 guess a lot of people went to their 
rail) 
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ATHENIANS ASK, "ARE THOSE FIREWORKS?" 

NO, THEY’RE BOMBS 

ATHENS (Free Voice of Greece/ LNS)-- Bombs have 
been going off like fireworks here recently. The 
Greek Militant Resistance (EMA) has taken credit 
for downtown Athens bombings on the fourth anni- 
versary of the reactionary military junta’s seizure 
of power. 

A few days later, on April 26, two more bombs 
exploded. Their targets were the U.S. Air Force 
Commissary and the offices of the General Confed- 
eration of labor. The comissary provides duty- 
free goods to U.S. military personnel in Greece 
and has been botabed by the resistance in the 
past . 

The Confederation of Labor, Greece’s national 
labor organiatiOn, is an arm of the dictatorship. 

The junta has purged the unions and workers org- 
anizations of all elected officials and now appoints 
all officials, sets wages and prohibits strikes. 
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THE NEW WORD ON WHAT’S HAPPENING IN 
THE GREEK PRISONS 

ATHENS (LNS) --The Greek government recently 
made public its plans to prosecute 50 people for 
alleged subersive activities. The best known 
among them is Christos Sartzetakis, the investigating 
proecutor ofthp Lambrakis affair matie famous by 
the' Film "Z". These 50 people were among the 
160 arrested soon after the bombing of a statue 
of U.S. President Harry S. Truman in Athens last 
November. They have been held incommunicado ever 
since their arrest and are not allowed to see 
either their families or their lawyers. It is 
believed that many of the accused have been 
tortured. 

Despite government statements that Greek 
pions are being reformed, penal policy is more 
stringent than ever. 

A number Of prominent Greek political pris- 
oners have been isolated from each other and moved 
to various prisons throughout the country in an 
attempt to silence opposition to the fascist 
regie. It is believed that the government hopes 
to discourage joint protests by political pris- 
oners which has attracted world wide attention 
in the past fewmonths. Among such actions are 
the hunger strikes that went on to protest the 
inhuman condtions of their imprisonment. 

A recent message smuggled out of the Greece 
reached London the first days of May. The message 
contains tb namesof the political prisoners of 
Aegina and Korydallos and the women’s section 
of Averoff prison in Athens. This message 
potests the recent attempts of the regime to show 
the world that the problem of Greece *s political 
prisoners has been "solved" with the recently 
announced releases. No accurate statistics are 
available, but many of those released in the past 
have been re-arrested at a later date. 
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.June 19, 1953--Ethel and Julius Rosenberg 
executed in 1953 by the U.S. government for 
allegedly spying for the Soviet Union. 


POLICE CAR GEARED FOR RIOTS AND OBSTETRICS 

COLOMBUS, Ohio (LNS) --The police car of 
the future may have a bullet-proof dome in the 
roof, a baby-delivering kit in the trunk and 
look like a psychedelic light show. 

A gear-packed model of such a car was 
displayed here recently for some 2000 convention 
ing cops. 

"This is a practical car of the future," 
explained an executive from the company that 
produces the cars. "Everything on the car is 
ready for use today. Probably the most unique 
item is the twin signal system on the roof. The 
package is both visual and audible." 

Replacing the usual round "bubble-gum 
machine" was an assembly of loud speakers and 
revolving*, flashing red lights. 

"Polished aluminum mirrors surround the 
lights," he pointed out. "They reflect each 
flash of the light, and the effect produces 
650 flashes per minute instead of the regular 
125." 

The loud speakers hooked up to a microphone 
inside the car could be a "real life-saver" 
for a policeman, according to the executive. 

"When arriving at an unknown and potent- 
ially dangpirous situation, t^ie officer could 
give orders and direct the afctions of a suspect 
without leaving his car. Of course the device 
has obvious advantages for riot control. 

Several cities use this concept already." 

Inside the car the driver and front -seat 
passenger can look up through a section of 
bullet-proof domed roof. The four-door car 
only has two handles inside--both up front. 

"We’ve got to consider hauling a potent 
ially dangerous suspect in the back. He’s not 
going to open the door and get out if there’s no 
door handles" 

A thick piece of glass raised in a split 
second to partition front from rear at the 
flick of a switch. Within reach of the drivers 
right hand is a console loaded with buttons con- 
trolling all the gadgets, including a switch for 
opening the electrically- locked shotgun holder, 
placed, appropriately , in front of the man 
"riding shotgum." 

The car with all its equipment, including 
a radio linked with the Weather Bureau, would 
cost around $8500. 

"But let me show you what else the price 
includes," said the executive, leading onlookers 
to the trunk of the car. 

There, next to the tear gas grenades, was 
an obstretrics kit, complete with instructions 
and a box of diapers. 

"A policeman has to be prepared for 
anything," he concluded. 
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Top: 


Los Angeles Veterans Cemetary Credit : Jeffrey Blankfort/LNS 


BOTTOM: Memorial Day demonstration by veterans in Lexington Mass* 
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TOP: Children play in a bombed-out hospital building in 

Phu Ly Township, just south of Hanoi- 

Photo by Anne Dockery 

Credit LNS Women’s Graphics Collective 


Bottom : 


freed Bobby. Credit Steve Shames /LNS 
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Top Right: Credit Flash/LNS. 


Top Left: This map was taken from "Ideas 
and Integrities” by Buckminster Fuller. 
Credit LNS. 


Bottom Right: Credit Eyewitness/ LNS . 


Bottom Left : Credit Los Angeles News Advocate/ 
Ins . 
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To the tune of “. America the Beautiful ” 

Oh cancerous for smoggy skies, 

For pesticided grain - 
Irradiated mountains rise 
Above an asphalt plain. 

America, America, thy birds have fled from thee; 
Thy fish lie dead by poisoned streams, 

From sea to fetid sea. 

Oh plundered of their guardian woods, 

Where silver brooklets flowed. 

Their gullies clogged with cast-off goods, 

Thy barren hills erode. 

America, America, no sunshine comes to thee, 
But bakes they barren topsoil dry, 

No wind but blows it free. 

Relentless as thy bankers’ greed, 

That for each westward tie, 

A gandy dancer’s corpse decreed. 

Beside the tracks must lie. 

America, America, thy sins prepare thy doom; 
Monoxide cloud shall be thy shroud; 

Thy cities be thy tomb. 

—Louise Crowley, Seattle Group 
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I challenge the speaker's charge that we have one health care 
system for the rich and another for the poor. To us, there are 
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TOp : Credit Joint Issue/ LNS 
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TOp: Credit Lucha de Salud de Chicago/ LNS 


Left Middle: Credit Space City/LNS 

Right Middle: Credit Lucha.de Salud de Chicago/LNS 



